
Make It, Buy It, Tweak It, “Steal” It:
30 Years of Creating Content

Teachers who create content look everywhere for inspiration! 
This session will share ideas from many inspiration sources: 

"stolen" instructional tools of the Gifted Greats, freshly hatched 
ideas, activities inspired in the dollar aisle at Michaels, and of 

course, our ever-present social media sources!
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See something you want?   
(Document, activity, etc.)  

Just holler!
If I made it, you can have it!
LOTS of handouts in Canvas! 
(Elem Gifted SharePoint)

(The letter at the start of the file name indicates the Gifted Framework 
Domain to which it belongs.  “R” = Research, “PS” = Problem Solving, etc.)

Who are we?   
- Elementary?  Cluster? Resource? 
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A Few Faves:

❏ Breakout EDU

❏ Multiple Perspectives Peeps

❏ Books   

❏ Bots

❏ Game Time?  Wait, is that a thing anymore? 

❏ Byrdseed (Ian Byrd)

❏ Blueprint Mats
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Oldies But Goodies
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It Ozobot
$175 kit

Sphero
$179

DASH
$180

We         
     Bots!
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It Botley 2.0
$69

I may try  Botley 
this year…   
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Lunchtime Games We Love
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Tips: 

● Used books are your friend. 

● Books?  Maybe see if the Gifted office has a 

copy to loan before buying. 

● Schedule the timing of subscription services. 

(Renewal dates)

● Robotics - consider whether or not 

support is available & whether or not 

devices/software/apps are required.
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A Few Faves:

❏ Opinion Continuum  (Dr. Jim Delisle)

❏ Depth & Complexity Instructional Prompts  (Dr. 

Sandra Kaplan)

❏ Dr. Brian Housand      

❏ Twitter:  LEGO Grad Student

Hexagonal Thinking

❏ Ideas:  How Tall is Your Character?
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The Opinion Continuum - 
credit Dr. Jim Delisle



Dr. Sandra Kaplan

Dr. Brian Housand

“S
te
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t Instructional Prompts / Depth & Complexity Icons

Really, just everything.
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The Periodic Table of Thinking
(inspired by Dr. Brian Housand.)



The News

Newsela

TweenTribune (ish)

Time for Kids

CNN10
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LEGO Grad Student
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https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking
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How Tall is Your Character? 
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The next thing I’m “stealing”...
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Or maybe this…
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(all ages version)

No, wait - 
definitely this…
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Tips: 

● Respect intellectual ownership and academic 

effort.  (Don’t really steal, of course.)

● Give credit where credit is due.

● Understand the intent of the original source.  .

● News stories should be age-appropriate.

● Share!
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A Few Faves:

❏ Kaplan’s Depth & Complexity 

- docs

- stamps

❏ Kelly Problem Solving Steps

❏ Team Roles

❏ Think Like
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Tweaking Kaplan’s 
Instructional Prompts
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Kelly Problem Solving
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Tips: 

● Make it yours, but keep learning about it.

● Keep tweaking.  

● Ask yourself, “What’s better about it?”
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A Few Faves:
Zoomed In:

❏ MP Minions  & I Mustache You a Question
❏ Our Petting Zoo
❏ Student-Created Surveys
❏ Right-Side Left-Side Research
❏ Miscellaneous 

Zoomed Out: 

❏ Planning Models

❏ Choose Your Path
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The new & improved 

 Multiple Perspectives Minions
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Question
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Miss Kelly’s Petting Zoo
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Student-Created Surveys

● Provoke an interest. 
● Exercise curiosity.
● Exercise skills:  planning, questioning, production, data analysis.
● Wrap up a unit of study.       ← One of our favorite surveys.
● Produce new information.
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Right-Side Left-Side Note Taking
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Journal Stamps
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The Issue Spot
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Think Like



Zooming out a bit on the “Make It” 
to look at the view from 30,000  feet…

Creating Content 
- vs - 

Big-Picture Curriculum Design
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1 Universal Themes 2 The Structure of Meaningful Teaching

4 Choose Your Path3 How Do I Plan?
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Tips: 

● Start with the EP goals of the kiddos.

● Know your content inside & out - this allows you 

treat our content as a palate - pulling ‘colors’ as 

needed as you progress.

● Make sure the things you create fit your model of 

service.

● If it’s something big - consider whether or not 

you’ll need administrative support before starting.



Wait!  What About the HOW?

See the whole-child

Meet them where they are

Focus on strengths 

Broaden knowledge - Stretch skills - Exercise abilities

Target the habits of lifelong learning

Enjoy it - if you do, they will



Thank you for being here! 

Have a happy, healthy, 
and restful summer!

Holler if I can be helpful.   
deirdre.kelly@ocps.net



Buyer’s Guide: 
Breakout EDU - 
Digital Subscription      $99/year           Digital Subscription + Kit       $199
https://www.breakoutedu.com/ 

Learning Resources All About Me Feelings Activity Set - $21.99
https://a.co/d/8A5Mnwh 

Kimochis - Mixed Bag of Feelings     $79.99
https://kimochis9.mybigcommerce.com/  

Ozobots - $175 (single), class kits also available
https://ozobot.com/ 

Sphero - $179
https://sphero.com/

Wonder Workshop - DASH - $180 
https://www.makewonder.com/ 

https://www.breakoutedu.com/
https://a.co/d/8A5Mnwh
https://kimochis9.mybigcommerce.com/
https://ozobot.com/
https://sphero.com/
https://www.makewonder.com/


Buyer’s Guide: 

Dry Erase Blue Grid Mats - 
Oriental Trading Company        12 pc.          $19.99
https://www.orientaltrading.com/dry-erase-blue-grid-mats-12-pc--a2-13836839.fltr 

Byrdseed Subscription - $119/yr
Waitlist - opens 3 times a year. 
https://www.byrdseed.tv/shut/

Charty Party All Ages Edition - $24.99
https://www.amazon.com/Charty-Party-Everyone-Absurdly-Visualization/dp/B08MQTJSZ3 

Depth & Complexity Stamps (the official set)  - $30.00
https://depthcomplexity.com/product/jte-19-depth-and-complexity-icon-stamps/

Melissa & Doug Stamps - various sets available - $10-$20  
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/ 
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/products/wooden-stamp-set-happy-handles
(Also available on Amazon and sometimes at Michael’s.)

https://www.orientaltrading.com/dry-erase-blue-grid-mats-12-pc--a2-13836839.fltr
https://www.byrdseed.tv/shut/
https://www.amazon.com/Charty-Party-Everyone-Absurdly-Visualization/dp/B08MQTJSZ3
https://depthcomplexity.com/product/jte-19-depth-and-complexity-icon-stamps/
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/
https://www.melissaanddoug.com/products/wooden-stamp-set-happy-handles


For More Information: 

Dr. Sandra Kaplan’s Instructional Prompts -  https://youtu.be/fE2mFS5vN6U 
- good follow-up site:   

https://www.scusd.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/icons_for_dandc.pdf 

Dr. Brian Housand - https://www.brianhousand.com/ 

The Thinkers Toolbox: A Practical and Easy Approach to Creative Thinking
Pamela & David Thornburg   ISBN:  978-0866514675

Imagitronics:  Mind-Stretching Scenarios 
Don Ambrose      ISBN:  978-1569761410

Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom (various similar titles - take your pick)    
Susan Wiinebrenner   

Primary Grade Challenge Math - Edward Zaccaro      ISBN:   978-0967991535
Upper Elementary Challenge Math - Edward Zaccaro     ISBN:  978-0985472528

https://youtu.be/fE2mFS5vN6U
https://www.scusd.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/icons_for_dandc.pdf
https://www.brianhousand.com/


Other than photographs taken by the author, all illustrations taken from:  
https://pixabay.com/ 
https://www.bitmoji.com/
Or are product images from Amazon for purchasing purposes.

For More Information: 

Hexagonal Thinking - https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking 

Apostrophe Games Blank Hexagon Playing Cards- https://a.co/d/2957xKD 

i-Scream Thinking Board - Set of 6 Hexagon-Shaped Magnetic Boards in 3 Colors, Dry-Erase, for 
School Classrooms, Kitchens, and Offices, Home Decoration and scheduling, 7.9 x 6.8 inch - 
https://www.amazon.com/i-SCREAM-Thinking-Board-Hexagon-Shape-Brainstorming/dp/B08MZ
9FNHH 

https://pixabay.com/
https://www.bitmoji.com/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking
https://a.co/d/2957xKD
https://www.amazon.com/i-SCREAM-Thinking-Board-Hexagon-Shape-Brainstorming/dp/B08MZ9FNHH
https://www.amazon.com/i-SCREAM-Thinking-Board-Hexagon-Shape-Brainstorming/dp/B08MZ9FNHH

